APPENDIX VIII
(See page 97)

DISASTERS AT ASPINWALL, SAN FRANCISCO

To HERE ALFRED NOBEL,

820, Pine Street, New York.

San Francisco, 30th April, 1866.

In view of this second terrible disaster which has occurred at
Aspinwall since my last letter on the ijtli instant, we must, no
doubt, give up any hope of finding a ready market for it at an
early date. We received telegraphic news of the disaster from
there, and this morning we find reports in the papers regarding
the action which has been brought by W. Fargo & Co. against B.
In our last letter we called your attention to the sulphuric acid
smell and the hissing of the two cases that were opened in the
warehouses of the Pacific Railroad, and we shall be glad to hear
from you about this. To-day we have to add that we put the
first case of oil into champagne bottles, and stored these in the
house where the other cases were.

We have been compelled to take them away from there, and
have not been able to find any place for them yet; everywhere,
even in islands in the bay, people refuse to store them, as everyone
is terrified of the article, and won't have the chest near them at
any price, Herr Nielsen and some Chinamen have put the chests
into a small boat, and have anchored her with some of the cham-
pagne bottles about five miles from the town. What can this
mean, unless it is that the oil is beginning to decompose. If this
process of decomposition continues unchecked, would it not be
possible for spontaneous combustion to ensue, although some time
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